Primary Schools’ Music Festival Director of Music
Annual Report 2019
I am delighted to present my 2019 report to you today.

Congratulations once again to the dedicated teachers and volunteers who work with passion to ensure that this choral education program continues to provide the highest quality of successful music and arts opportunities for South Australian students.

“We are many, but we are one…” wrote Robyn Habel, our CW composer, and the students of 2019 sang it loud and clear.  Such true words to sing when we consider the involvement of the hundreds and thousands of people, since 1891, in this SA state icon!!

School Choir Teachers, HPI Choir Teachers and Accompanists

We sincerely thank and congratulate ALL of these hardworking and passionate people.

We are fortunate to work with and encourage such amazing talent from the primary and secondary schools.

The PSMF Team

Rachel and Kristin hold the fort and manage all the ongoing Festival of Music ‘nuts and bolts!! Thanks for ALL you do.
Irene, Cathy, Anne, Michael, Maria, Selena and Deb, - what a team to work with!
The spirit, work ethic and focus of this team enables us to create new and challenging opportunities every year - the students continue to be THE stars of our program, and they shine brightly!!  
Thank you to Rohan Yates for Stage Managing and to Abbie Silverman for assisting him, you are both valuable members of our extended PSMF team.

The Music Team

“Excellence is the unlimited ability to improve the quality of what you have to offer.”
Irene has led the team through another very successful year and proven the above.  Congratulations.
Thank you Cathy, Assistant Director of Music, for amazing work with students and choirs, soloists and Kaurna Welcome to Country dancers. It was another strong collaboration with Uncle Moogy for the smoking ceremony and a new one with Uncle Tamaru for Kaurna Dancing.  The comprehensive curriculum and teaching resources you create provide a terrific link to the repertoire.
To our 3 Festival Accompanists, Felicity Williams, Carol Young and our newest, Caroline Pomeroy - thank you for your preparation, dedication and professionalism all year.  Well done!
Well done Michael McConnochie and Orchestra conductors: North – Tania Butterfield; South - Sue Asser and Katie Williams; and Central – Sharon Burgess.  This year Taiko Drums provided an extra percussion opportunity for 3 teams of 5 students who learnt the art of Japanese drumming - a highlight of the program. Thank you to Matsuri Taiko teachers – Nicole Weepers, Katie Daly and Susan Marshall.
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who assist at weekly orchestra rehearsals.  
Thanks to Michael Aquilina who supported the Taiko drummers, the Feelin’ Good vocalists, and managed the orchestra when needed.
The orchestra standalone - Feelin’ Good, featured a year 11 vocalist each night that stood next to the grand piano, under the chandeliers…. This was speccy!!  Well done orchestra and 3 festival accompanists! 

In the Hall of the Mountain King was the second standalone piece and both showed how the students’ skill and musicianship developed over the 3 terms. 

Thank you Chad for expert IT work throughout the year on the vision, journey to performance photos and the parade of choirs.

The 2019 Repertoire was engaging and educational.  It is paramount to the success of our program and is carefully considered and selected.  The challenge is to ‘hook’ students in and then take them on a journey of musical growth and connection to create long-lasting memories.

The PSMF continues to promote Australian and local composers and arrangers, Indigenous inclusion, multiculturalism, gender equity, student choice and musical diversity through the repertoire.

The 2019 Concert series consisted of:

· The beautiful Australian piece – ‘You, Me and the Wide Open Sky’, which  incorporated a Kabuki drop (suggested by Dash, and achieved by Irene).  The idea created a stunning start to the show, with some lovely outback scenes on the Kabuki drape, and cyc.  
· ‘The Colour of Your Jumper’ continued the ‘Aussie’ theme and Archie Roach’s song was sung loud and energetically, with the Troupe adding energetic ‘sporty’ choreography.  
· ‘When I Grow Up’ from Matilda the Musical with 3 solos provided a fun and light song after Advance Australia Fair.
· ‘Whenever the Wind is High’ was our ‘challenge’ song which the students LOVED and really embraced - it became a favourite.  The choirs worked hard to ‘master’ it and sang it confidently.
· ‘MInoi, Minoi’, our Samoan song, was a short and sweet little unison piece.  The orchestra downed instruments, left the pit, collected their ukulele, and strummed centre stage while the choir sang.  The orchestra loved the opportunity to be ON STAGE!!  Again visually different!
· The CW – ‘Dear Pen Pal’ – composed by Robyn Habel, arranged and orchestrated by Glyn Lehmann.  Artistic director Jo Casson gave the troupe the gift of acting the scene of each sister city with tons of colour and energy.  The choir sang strongly, and the troupe adding wonderful dance across the entire stage.  The Taiko Drums which featured in Himeji were a highlight!!
· ‘Route 66’ took the students to the JAZZ genre and with just a rhythm section and brass instruments this was a super cool and well received piece.  A Scat part was well sung by soloists.
· ‘The Children of the World (July 1969)’, composed by Glyn Lehmann, with lyrics by Phil Cummings, coincided with the 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing,.  The kids loved singing this unison song and enjoyed learning about this amazing part of history.
· ‘Get On Your Feet’ was well arranged with the hosts doing the thankyous as part of the longer introduction – troupe on stage plus choir with choreography – so much to watch!!  
A big play for the orchestra and for the kids to sing – a fitting end to the concert!
Thanks to the PSMF teachers and students for song suggestions and assistance with the repertoire selection process. 
To the arrangers who put together the orchestrations for us – thank you. 
Resources

Recording choirs for the 2019 CDs were the SAPPS Choir, Highgate and Unley Primary Schools.

Thanks to all staff: Cathy, Gaby, Lisa and Susan and their students for outstanding preparation and hard work.  Thank you again to Glyn Lehmann for recording and editing, and to Sodypop Studio the recording venue.
All tracks were placed on the Learning Portal, including echo tracks, and were available to all teachers and students with a password.
The resources for teachers and students consisted of:  teacher notes and extension activities, a printed copy of a powerpoint for student handouts and activities, and a Research, discussion and investigation ideas sheet for students.  These provided extra learning to connect and engage students with our choral program.  Well done Cathy and team.
Conferences

Conference 1 guests included Robyn Habel who briefed us on her ‘Dear Pen Pal’ commissioned work, and Annie Kwok who taught us ‘’You, Me and the Wide Open Sky” and provided excellent teaching strategies and lesson notes for choir teachers.
Dr Anita Collins from Bigger Better Brains delivered a session on Friday afternoon, after attending the Catholic Teachers conference in the morning. (cost sharing)
Conference 2 in May supported explicit learning and consolidation of the repertoire and choreography.  Attendance was lower than previous years, leading us to question our timing on a Saturday being the most suited still.
The Conducting Master Class was offered in Term 2, in conjunction with the Regional Coordinators Conference.  This is for regional festival conductors as well as anyone wishing to further develop their own conducting skills of the current repertoire. 20 teachers attended the ¾ day class. 
Cluster visits and Assessments
The cluster rehearsal visits took place between weeks 3 – 8 of term 1 with every Adelaide affiliated school hosting or attending a rehearsal with Robyn or Cathy.  
Thanks to the choir teachers and HPI’s who joined the Assessment team for term 2. Their help is invaluable to ensure we assess EVERY school participating at the Adelaide Festival.  These ran from Week 10 term 1 to Week 9 term 2.
Students are encouraged to use the choir assessment rubric as a tool to reflect on their own learning.  

Country assessments and workshops took placed in term 1, weeks 9, 10 and 11.

Soloists

There were opportunities for 7 soloists per concert as part of our regular repertoire, plus 9 vocalists as part of the troupe.    We ran pre-audition workshops early in term 2, at Klemzig and south at Darlington. The Solo masterclass provides several sessions for students to work with local performers – Mark Oates and Susan Ferguson, who give tips and hints for a confident and successful performance.

Mark Oates led a masterclass for the Troupe vocalists with specific hints for presentation and vocal strategies to last the concert season.  
Festival Theatre concerts

Well done production manager Annie O, and her team of capable Concert Managers and stewards who get the students on and off stage and in and out of the theatre safely. 
Guest artists and foyer concerts were particularly outstanding, showcasing a variety of music, drama and dance, even a circus act, to the audience and showing musical pathways for the mass choir.  
Our Artistic Director Jo Casson, and her colleague, Laura Brougham took on the commissioned work and also the choreography for The Colour of Your Jumper and Get on Your Feet.  The reworking of the troupe groups to set up scenes for each of the Dear Pen Pal songs with the colourful and diverse costumes and props was a visual treat.
Troupe Manager Maria Stone, and her dedicated coordinators adopted the new troupe set up and the two teams of students were well rehearsed and added such an energetic and professional display to complement the CW and the other two songs.  Congrats!
Thanks to new Host manager Selena Britz and her adult mentor team for again finding highly motivated and talented students to run the concerts.  These students manage the running of the show with confidence and professionalism.
Thank you to the Festival Theatre Staff – sound, lighting and the ‘mechs’ - We appreciate the quality work you do with us! 
Regional Festivals

The Saturday country conferences for regional choir teachers in term 1 were held at Monash, Jamestown, Naracoorte and Whyalla.  These were well attended, offering ‘best practice’ ideas, hints and teaching strategies for the new repertoire, opportunities to develop conducting skills and time to learn choreography and Auslan signing.
Members of the music team visit and support the regions for student workshops and members of The Board represented the SAPPS Music Society / PSMF at 9 of the 10 regional concerts.
The regional festivals are successfully self-sufficient and professional, some having elements of a student drama troupe and / or small instrumental ensembles comprising primary and secondary school students and their teachers, and the choir students show great skill and confidence on stage,  

There is always much enthusiasm and appreciation from family and friends for the shows - there is nothing like performing in your own community. 
Collaborations

The PSMF continues to link itself with other educational and musical bodies:
· Adelaide University:  Students continue to be offered 3 sessions of observation at choir and orchestra rehearsals.
· MusicaViva:  Their in-schools program is promoted to our teachers at Conference 1 by Emily Kelly and we featured one of their groups at the second day.
· The SAPPS Choir sang at the ANZAC Dawn Service on North Terrace, and various schools still align with their local community event to sing.
· The State Opera – The SAPPS Choir sang at the opening night of ‘The Cunning Little Vixen’ at the Ridley Centre, Adelaide Showgrounds
· Christchurch, New Zealand and Western Australia:  ongoing connections with these Festivals to share project developments and repertoire ideas.

· Walk a Mile:  students from Ardtornish and Stradbroke PS sang at the Hutt Street Centre’s event again – a very early morning for all.  Thanks to Annie, Penny and students.

· UNESCO:  another likeminded body with very similar strategic pillars for promoting music in the community and with students.
· Children’s University continued in 2019.
Professional Development via community concerts and conferences - attendance at Gondwana National 3 day Choral Symposium (as part of the annual national choral school in January), Choral Eisteddfod Competitions, community choir concerts – Australian Girls and Young Adelaide Voices, The Festival Statesmen birthday concert, Choir of Kings College Cambridge concert, Instrumental Showcase midyear concert, The World Choral Festival  for 5 days in Sydney in July, the Catholic Music Festival, learning Taiko drums in 2019.
· I would like to thank everyone I work with across the large PSMF family.
· It is such a great organisation which constantly strives for excellence and provides so many opportunities for students in South Australia.
Robyn Filmer
Director of Music, PSMF
