The SAPPS Choir

Annual Report 2019
In 2019 the SAPPS Choir staff team remained Cathy Lange, conductor, Gaby Freer, assistant conductor, Cheryl Clark, accompanist, and Deb Hepworth , administrator. 

We began the year with 59 students consisting of 11 year 5, 26 year 6 and 22 year 7. Eleven of these were boys. We finished the year with 55 students.  
The fees were $190 per child and $140 for school card holders. The music levy that is refunded at the end of the year when all music is returned remained at $30.  We received all monies by the beginning of Term 2.
Our new processes of EFT for preferred payment method, TryBooking for handling our own concert ticket sales and any other ticketing, and on line audition booking, all worked extremely well and our Facebook page is well subscribed. All member phone numbers are saved in 2 staff phones.
Our repertoire for the first semester included 

· I’m a Train
· The Gift
· Spinning Spinning
· Sing

· Better When I’m Dancing

· Spirit of the Anzacs
· For Love of Country


· Traditional ANZAC Day songs

· Selected songs from the Festival 2019 repertoire  
Semester Two repertoire included

· Lunar Lullaby

· Tundra

· Sisi Ni Moja

· The Light Come Down

· Carol of the Bells

· Mary Did You Know?

· Alle Psallite

We again held our overnight camp at Nunyara Conference Centre in February with all our members attending for some of the time and most there full time. This event really consolidates friendships and the ensemble feel of the group, as well as laying a solid foundation in repertoire learning.  A session focused on performance and presentation was delivered by John Khammash from the Festival Statesmen Chorus. 
Our 2019 performances included,
· Parent Concert at the conclusion of Music Camp

· ANZAC Day Dawn Service in the city
· Opening Night at the State Opera’s Cunning Little Vixen

· Public Education Awards Ceremony

· Adelaide Eisteddfods, Elder Hall

· Choir Crawl with 3 performances
· SAPPS Choir Winter Concert, Burnside City Uniting Church

· Instrumental Music Showcase, Elder Hall

· Barton Singers, St Augustine’s Unley
· Festival Statesmen Chorus 10th Anniversary Concert (selection by competition)

· Adelaide Lord Mayor’s Civic Reception for the PSMF

· Guest Artist at Festival of Music
· Helen Mayo House National Convention

· SAPPS Choir Christmas Concert

The team spent considerable time discussing the merits of a choir tour. It was decided that we would achieve our desired outcomes, by adding a day long Choir Crawl to the program.  Fifty of our then 58 students, staff and parents bussed to 3 northern schools, Lake Windemere PS, Roseworthy PS and One Tree Hill PS. The timing of the event was perfect, and the learning and team building that was consolidated on the day, was significant. This is an activity that we will repeat. 
We were, again, the main recording choir for the 2020 Festival of Music resources.  Two groups of 10 students were selected to record at Sodypop Studios in Norwood in late October.
In November we held a very successful round of auditions, resulting in 59 potential members for 2020 (22 are returning students).

We were booked to be the opening act for the Prospect City Carols in late November, but due to rain the event was cancelled. We have been invited for 2020 and accepted. 
Throughout the year the choir was supported by Chad Lofts particularly in the area of IT. At the end of the year he produced a visual summary of our events, which was made available to our parents as a 2019 memento.  His expertise is invaluable.
Our Parent cohort was on hand whenever needed: at camp, gigs, fund raising, music collection and at our own concerts helping in a myriad of ways. They are always a wonderful support to the choir. 

To both Chad and our parents, many thanks.

I must again acknowledge our host school – Unley PS and the music teacher, Susan Marshall – for the use of the Music room. We are indeed lucky to be hosted by a school where we are made to feel welcome and where the room is always ready when we need it. 

We also have in our corner Robyn Filmer, Irene Solowij, Rachel Neale, and Kristin Hayward. We truly value their skills, advice and support. Thank you also to the SAPPS Music Society for their continued financial support of the choir. We could not exist without it.

Deb Hepworth
The SAPPS Choir Administrator 
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